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ILA BOARD ANNOUNCES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR; INTERIM ED
NICOLA WEDDERBURN TAKES THE HELM PERMANENTLY

NEWARK, Del. (February 1, 2023) — The International Literacy Association (ILA) announced today
that, by unanimous decision of the ILA Board of Directors, ILA Interim Executive Director Nicola
Wedderburn has assumed the position permanently.

Traditionally, an Interim Executive Director’s role is to steer the organization during the search for
and transition to a new permanent leader. In the case of Wedderburn, the ILA Board felt her stellar
performance made such a search unnecessary.

“We are continually inspired and encouraged by Nicola’s leadership and the culture of collaboration
she has fostered at ILA,” said Kenneth Kunz, ILA President of the Board. “We’ve made amazing
strides advancing ILA’s mission this past year and are confident in Nicola’s ability to continue to lead
the important work ahead.”

Prior to taking the helm as Interim Executive Director in February 2022, Wedderburn served as
Director of Business Development, during which time she oversaw ILA’s marketing program as well
as membership, the chapter and affiliate network, customer service and partnership development.

As Interim Executive Director, Wedderburn spearheaded the creation and implementation of a new
strategic plan for ILA that affirms the organization’s commitment to improving the quality of literacy
learning across the globe and reflects the interests and diversity of all constituents—something that
Wedderburn, who hails from Jamaica, has advocated for throughout her 12-year tenure.

Wedderburn’s previous appointment was historic for the nearly 70-year-old organization; she is not
only the first Black woman to take the helm of ILA but also the first executive director of ILA born
outside of the United States.

Said Wedderburn, “I believe in ILA’s mission and have seen firsthand the difference we can make in
the lives of literacy professionals. It's an honor to serve the organization in this role.”

About the International Literacy Association

The International Literacy Association (ILA) is a professional membership organization of literacy
educators, researchers and experts spanning 112 countries. For more than 65 years, ILA has set the
standard for how literacy is defined, taught and evaluated, connecting research and practice to
improve the quality of literacy learning across the globe. Through its Standards for the Preparation of
Literacy Professionals, ILA provides an evidence-based benchmark for the development and
evaluation of literacy professional preparation programs. ILA collaborates with partners across the
world to develop, gather and disseminate high-quality resources, which include three peer-reviewed
and edited journals—The Reading Teacher, Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy and Reading
Research Quarterly. Learn more at literacyworldwide.org.
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