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INTERNATIONAL LITERACY ASSOCIATION PRESENTS UPDATED 
LITERACY PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION STANDARDS TO STATE 
ELA CONSULTANTS  
 
Boston, Mass. (October 19, 2018) — Representatives of the International Literacy Association (ILA) 
addressed education agency consultants Wednesday at the State Collaborative on Assessment and 
Student Standards (SCASS) Fall Meeting in Boston about improving and increasing the 
effectiveness of state literacy programs.  
 
Rita M. Bean, University of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania, and Diane E. Kern, University of Rhode 
Island, were invited by the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) to brief Collaborative 
members from across the country about ILA’s Standards for the Preparation of Literacy 
Professionals 2017 (Standards 2017). Their message? The standards, although written for educator 
preparation programs, can—and should—be used to navigate decisions about curriculum and 
instruction.  
 
Kern, who along with Bean served as co-chair of the committee charged with updating ILA’s 
standards, says the presentation offered a platform for this broader application. They also shared 
how ILA can support states in the ongoing development and assessment of existing literacy 
programs.  
 
As Kern and Bean shared with attendees, Standards 2017 provides “a framework for thinking about 
their own initiatives and challenges, including the development of their state comprehensive literacy 
plans.” 
 
The presentation included an activity during which attendees divided into seven groups to analyze 
the content of and research behind a standard. The groups then shared their findings across the 
English Language Arts collaborative, a subgroup of the SCASS.  
 
Participants demonstrated interest in how ILA’s standards could inform schools’ disciplinary literacy 
and digital literacy practices and their professional learning initiatives. 
 
“We asked them to think about how [the standards] could offer solutions to their challenges,” says 
Bean. “[Attendees] were saying the standards would be a powerful and valuable tool for evaluating 
where they are and where they’re going.” 
 
Learn more about ILA’s Standards 2017 here. 

 
About the International Literacy Association  
The International Literacy Association (ILA) is a global advocacy and membership organization 
dedicated to advancing literacy for all through its network of more than 300,000 literacy educators, 
researchers and experts across 146 countries. With over 60 years of experience, ILA has set the 
standard for how literacy is defined, taught and evaluated. ILA’s Standards for the Preparation of 
Literacy Professionals 2017 provides an evidence-based benchmark for the development and 
evaluation of literacy professional preparation programs. ILA collaborates with partners across the 
world to develop, gather and disseminate high-quality resources, best practices and cutting-edge 
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research to empower educators, inspire students and inform policymakers. ILA publishes The 
Reading Teacher, Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy and Reading Research Quarterly, which 
are peer reviewed and edited by leaders in the field. For more information, visit 
literacyworldwide.org. 
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